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On Page 7 of the “Introduction to Pre-Millennialism” in the section “1000 Years” 

point number 4, we read: 
The New Covenant prophesied by Jeremiah (Jeremiah 31:31-34) now takes effect. “The conclusion, 

therefore, would be that this covenant, which was future to the prophets, and was future in the New 

Testament, can only be realized following the second advent of Christ in the millennial age”  (Pentecost, 

Things to Come, p.120). 

 

But let’s see what the scripture has to say about that. 

 

What is a Covenant? 

A covenant is a legal document and it is important to God. It is a contract with terms and 

the terms must be preserved precisely. It is also clear from Hebrews 9:18 that in Biblical 

times, a covenant was inaugurated with blood.  

 

The word “covenant” comes from the Greek word “diatheke” which during the New 

Testament times generally had the meaning of will or testament – like our last will and 

testaments that are used today.  

 

But generally for us the word will and testament means a contract without terms and a 

covenant means a contact with terms. In other words, you will get this if you perform this 

task.  

 

Where did we, in America, get the term last will and testament? 

Our Law is of course based on British Common Law – which was the unwritten 

constitution that England had. In 1066, William the Conqueror sailed across from 

Normandy, France and conquered the Anglos, the Saxons and the Jutes. Well, the Anglos 

spoke German which is where the word “will” came from. The Normans spoke Latin 

which is where the word “testament” came from. So since they won the war, they became 

the lawyers for the area. 

 

So once these two cultures were combined, in court cases involving “wills”, the lawyers 

would stand and read the “will” with shortened words to the common folks and then he 

would turn to the lawyers and read the “testament” which was filled with the longer legal 

jargon. But both words have the exact same meaning. 

 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

So this new covenant was made with Judah and Israel and it was not like the Old 

Covenant of Moses (the Law). Also notice this verse says that Israel broke the Old 

Covenant. So under this New Covenant, the Law will be placed within them and written 

on the heart and they shall be His people. This New Covenant is going to be all about 

the forgiveness of sin. 

 

Now a premillennialist will tell you that this covenant is with Israel and that when Christ 

returns, He will setup His kingdom and give them forgiveness of sin and forgiveness of 

iniquity. Now they look at the word “sin” and “iniquity” and they say those are singular 

nouns – thus the New Covenant with Israel will be a national covenant where they are 

forgiven for one sin. Which one you ask? The sin of rejecting the kingdom offered by 
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Jesus Christ and John the Baptist. Now they have no scripture verse to back that up but 

they use it anyway. However, let’s see if that fits the scripture.   

 

Matthew 26:26-29 

Notice that Jesus said the wine is the blood of the covenant. Remember, covenants in 

Biblical times were made with blood (Hebrews 9:18, Genesis 15). In this section Jesus 

also lets you know that His blood was being poured out for the forgiveness of sins.  

 

Now Jesus, while on the earth, was always preparing the Jews for the on rushing New 

Covenant that was quickly approaching. He was always laying the groundwork. That is 

why he would always make statements like “you have heard that it was said in the Law 

that ____, but I tell you ____.”  

 

When did or when will this New Covenant take effect? 

When does a will take affect in our day and age? 

 

Hebrews 9:16-17 

Most translations translate the word “diatheke” as will. The NASB translates it as 

covenant and the King James translates it as testament. But generally the word will 

appear as the word “covenant.” But it is same Greek word for all.  

 

All Right, so the Covenant of His blood that Jesus was referring to above, when was it 

going to take effect? It was going to take effect after He died. So Jesus was the testator 

for His Will/Covenant/Testament.  

 

So anytime you have a will being carried out, you need two people. You need the testator 

and you need the executor. If there is no one to execute your will, then it is useless. Who 

do you think is going to be able to execute the will of Jesus Christ?   

 

Hebrews 9:13-15 / 12:28 

So Jesus is the mediator or executor of His own will. And He does that from heaven 

today – which is what the rest of the book of Hebrews brings out.  

 

So Jesus said the blood of the covenant was for the forgiveness of sins. Can we receive 

the forgiveness of sins today? How?  

 

Acts 2:38-39 

So Christians receive the forgiveness of sins when we repent and are immersed into 

Christ. Now according to verse 39, who was this promise (Holy Spirit) for? This verse 

says it was for “you and your children” meaning the Jews and it was for “all who are far 

off” meaning the Gentiles. So would this “forgiveness of sins” invitation include the 

people of Israel? - Yes So could this be a fulfillment of Jeremiah 31 prophecy? – Of 

Course. 

 

Hebrews 8:1-5 

The first thing to notice in these verses is that Jesus is now the eternal high priest who is 
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sitting at the right hand of God. He could not be the high priest while on earth, because 

He was not from the tribe of Levi. But when he was off the earth or ascended, He could 

be the eternal high priest. And anytime you have a changing of the priesthood, the Law 

has to be changed – in this case the Law changed from the Old Covenant to the New 

Covenant.     

 

Hebrews 8:6–7 

Jesus IS currently mediator of a better covenant – not the old one but the new one. And as 

the writer of Hebrews said in verse 7, the first covenant had some faults.  

• Hebrews 7:18-19 – so the Old Covenant Law was weak and useless? Why? 

Because the Law could make nothing perfect. It could not produce a people who 

could keep it. In fact, James would call the New Testament law the perfect law in 

James 1:25 

 

Hebrews 8:8-13 

So verse 6 just said that Jesus is currently the mediator of a better covenant – a new one. 

But here the writer quotes Jeremiah 31:31-34 for us and then in verse 13, he let’s us know 

that it has been fulfilled.  

 

According to a true pre-millennialist, the new covenant is not in effect yet, you can see I 

struggle with that. Now they also say that when Christ returns to set up His one thousand 

year kingdom that we are going to back to a physical priesthood, a physical temple and 

physical animal sacrifices. So while Christ is on the earth, these things will be going on. 

So according to the pre-millennialists during this period, the Jews will be under the New 

Covenant, but they will still be performing all of the Old Testament rituals – but they are 

not officially under the Old Covenant.    

 

Hebrews 10:1-4 

These verses let us know that it is impossible for the Old Testament sacrifices, including 

the offering of the blood of bulls and goats, to take away sins. So the question is – why 

would they need to be performing those animal sacrifices during the 1000 year reign of 

Christ? 

 

Here is where the premillennial camp splits – some will tell you they have to perform 

animal sacrifices because there will still be sin on the earth during the 1000 year reign – 

things will just be better. Others say that the 1000 year reign will have no sin because that 

is why Satan has to be released for a short time at the end of it so God can see whose 

heart is true and whose isn’t. (Acts 15:8 says that God knows the hearts of all men. He 

does not need a show like this). 

 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

So as you can tell from these verses, God did not like the animal sacrifices to begin with. 

These quotes came from Psalms 40 which shows that God did not like the animal 

sacrifices under the Old Covenant. So then verse 9 and 10 say that Christ came to take 

away the first (covenant) to establish the second (covenant). And in this New Covenant, 

Christians can be sanctified (made holy). This could all be done through Christ’s 
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sacrifice.   

 

Hebrews 10:11-14 

So again the physical sacrifices for sin that were offered by the priests can never take a 

away sins. Christ offered one sacrifice for sins for all time and thus was able to bring 

about our being made holy under the new covenant. 

 

So with that being the case, according to the pre-millennial theory about the 1000 year 

reign of Christ, why would they ever think God would allow folks to perform animal 

sacrifices? So while Christ (the perfect sacrifice) is on the earth, He is going to allow 

these to happen? They know this is a big problem in their theory.  

 

So if you think there will be sin on the earth during this time, then the sacrifices would be 

needed which in turn would ultimately mean, Christ’s once-for-all (for all time) sacrifice 

was not good enough.   

 

Hebrews 10:15-18 

So now the writer of Hebrews again quotes a shortened version of Jeremiah 31 and says 

that the forgiveness of sins has happened and that since forgiveness has happened, there 

no longer remains a sacrifice for sin. The prophecy from Jeremiah of the New Covenant 

has been fulfilled. And it is open to Jews right now. And it is also open to Gentiles now 

as well.  

 

So the question – why would God ever want anyone to be under this Old Covenant 

again? You see how that does not fit the scripture. The scripture says that the law made 

nothing perfect and that Christ brought about the New Covenant to produce a people who 

could keep the Law. 

• Romans 8:1-4 – The book of Romans was written to Christians in Rome but 

notice carefully what this verse says. The law of sin and death(Old Covenant)  

was weak through the flesh and thus through the Law of the Spirit (New 

Covenant) by the offering of Christ, we have been set free from the law of sin and 

death. Why? So that the requirement of the law could be fulfilled in us. What is 

the requirement of Law? – Perfection. 

 

So if God setup all this – why would He want to go back to an imperfect system to take 

care of His people. Why would Christ allow His sacrifice to be demeaned by allowing 

animal sacrifices?  I cannot believe Jesus would allow this while reigning on earth – 

especially since it says in His own word that animals and man will peacefully co-exist in 

the Millennium – Isaiah 11:6-9.  

 

II Corinthians 3:1-14 

So we are servants of this new covenant which is written on our hearts and not on stone. 

The Old Covenant was the ministry of death but the New Covenant is the ministry of the 

Spirit. And the Old Covenant was fading away being replaced by the new. 

 

So the new covenant is all about how God deals with sin to make us right with him, how 
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he deals with the guilt and condemnation of sin by sending his Son to die for sinners and 

bear our guilt so that there could be forgiveness and cleansing, and good consciences 

before God.  


